
Seth Hays, Daniel Boone’s great-
grandson, came to Council Grove 
with a license from his cousin A.G. 
Boone to trade with the Kaw (Kansa) 
Indians. When he came in 1847, 
this town was already a wagon train 
rendezvous on the bustling Santa Fe 
Trail. Hays soon built a log cabin and 
began the business of serving food 
and trading goods. The Hays House 
building was built by him in 1857 and 
sits straight on the Santa Fe Trail, now 
askew with Main Street.
 
From the mid-to-late 1800’s this 
restaurant and trading post was also 
the site of many other local activities. 

The U.S. government rented space in 
the building to hold court and mail 
was distributed there. History tells 
us that on Saturday nights the bottles 
were covered up so church services 
could be held on Sunday mornings.
 
In the early years, when the roof was 
peaked, theatricals were held on the 
second floor. In 1886, a fire destroyed 
several buildings on the north side of 
Main Street and it was probably this 
fire that burned the roof. The story 
which has been passed down is that 
many of the local citizens came to 
save the Hays House first. Whether 
it was because it was the local tavern 

or other reasons, we will never know.  
Soon after the sides were raised, the 
roof became flat and the second floor 
became ten “rooms to let.” We have 
not had sleeping rooms since the 
1940s.
 
We encourage you to look around the 
Hays House Restaurant, a National 
Register Historic Landmark, when you 
visit.  From the Cellar in the basement 
to the Crystal Room on the second 
floor, which houses the Judd family’s 
prized collection of crystal, there are 
things to see on every floor. Be sure 
to ask about the turn-of-the-century 
collection of vintage handbags.

Hays House History
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Breakfast Favorites
TRAILBLAZER
Two eggs, hash browns, and your choice of toast. 6
Add bacon, sausage, or ham 4

RAILROAD SPECIAL
Our homemade sausage gravy and biscuit with your choice of
sausage, bacon, or ham. Full Order 8  Half Order 6
TRAIL MIX
Scrambled eggs, ham, hash browns, onions, peppers, green chilies, 
and shredded cheese. Served with a biscuit. 7
PIONEER
One egg, two strips of bacon, and your choice of toast. Served with 
fresh fruit. 7
SANTA FE
A homemade pancake, two eggs, and two strips of bacon. 7
BISCUITS AND GRAVY
Our traditional biscuits and homemade gravy. Full Order 6  Half Order 4

Breakfast Goodies
HAYS HOUSE FRENCH TOAST
Your choice of bread sliced thick, dipped in 
our secret batter and grilled golden brown.
Full Order 6     Half Order 3

MOM’S FRENCH TOAST
Traditional recipe. Your choice of bread 
dipped in egg and milk then grilled.
Full Order 5     Half Order 3

FLAPJACKS
Delicious homemade pancakes made the old 
fashioned way.
Full Stack 6     Short Stack 4     Flat 3
Add fresh blueberries or apples to any flapjacks 1

HAYS HOUSE SWEET ROLLS
Homemade cinnamon rolls, made fresh every 
morning. 3

HOUSEMADE COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
4 oz. house made country fried steak with hash 
browns, two eggs, and your choice of toast. 9.95

BREAKFAST SANDWICH
Egg, cheese, and your choice of bacon,
sausage, or ham. Served on your choice of 
biscuit, sourdough bread, English muffin or 
Texas toast. 6.50

BREAKFAST BURRITOS
Two burritos filled with sausage, onions, 
peppers, and cheese. 6

SETH SCRAMBLE
Bacon, sausage, ham, onions, pepper jack 
cheese, and three eggs scrambled. Served with a 
side of hash browns and your choice of toast. 9

CHUCK WAGON SCRAMBLE
Ham, onions, peppers, tomatoes, cheddar 
cheese, and three eggs scrambled. Served with a 
side of hash browns and your choice of toast. 9 

STEAK AND EGGS
6 oz. ribeye, hash browns, two eggs your way, 
and your choice of toast. 18

A La Carte Items
TOAST 2

FOUR STRIPS OF BACON 5

4 OZ. COUNTRY SAUSAGE  4

TWO SAUSAGE PATTIES 4

FOUR SAUSAGE LINKS 4

FRESH HASH BROWNS 3

EGG 2

SLICE OF HAM 4

ENGLISH MUFFIN 2

BISCUIT 1

OATMEAL 3

FRESH FRUIT Full 5  Half 3.25

FRUIT JUICE 3
MILK   White 2   Chocolate 3 

COFFEE 2
HOT TEA 2

* Consuming raw or undercooked meat, poultry, eggs, seafood or shellfish increases the risk of foodborne illness.

HAYSHOUSE.COM

Follow us on Facebook.

112 W. Main Street, Council Grove, KS • 620-767-5911

BREAKFAST 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Omelets
All omelets served with your choice of toast.

HAYS HOUSE OMELET
Our fluffy three-egg omelet with ham, three cheeses, onions, and 
tomatoes. 8
SOUTHWEST OMELET
Three-egg omelet with green chilies, onions, peppers, tomatoes, 
and homemade salsa. 8
MID WESTERN OMELET
Three-egg omelet with bacon, sausage, ham, and three cheeses. 10

Beverages

Sourdough, Wheat Berry, White, Rye, or Gluten Free


